
 

 

Everyday materials                                                 KS1 

 

 Key vocabulary 

material Materials are what an object is 
made from. 

object A thing that can be used.  

properties Properties can be used to 
describe materials, based on 
size, shape, weight and tex-
ture. 

soft If something is soft, it is 
easy to cut, fold or change 
shape. 

stretchy Can be pulled to make it 
longer or wider without 
breaking. 

rough If something is rough, it feels 
and looks uneven or bumpy. 

waterproof It keeps water out and keeps 

absorbent If something is absorbent, it 
soaks liquid up.  

transparent Transparent objects can be seen 
through.  

What will I know by the end of this unit? 

• I can explain the difference between an 
object and a material. 

• I can name the materials an object is 
made from. 

• I can identify and name the properties 
of different materials 

• I can sort and compare materials by 
their properties. 

• I can explain why specific materials are 
suited to different objects, due to their 
properties.  

• I can explain how suitable materials 
are used for different uses.  

What should I already know? 

• I can find similarities, differences, patterns 
and change.  

• I can name some everyday materials. 

 

shiny Reflects light easily.  

dull Doesn’t reflect light. Doesn’t 
look bright or shiny.  

opaque Opaque objects can’t be seen 
through. 


